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continue. If the slump goes on, however, and even deepens, then the
prospect is for fierce backlash, and a generally regressive pattern of
social change, dangerous to all disadvantaged groups, from women to
racial minorities and the peoples of the Third and Fourth Worlds.
Although a return of the boom conditions of the I950's and 1960's does
not guarantee more progress for women, a steeper decline virtually
assures that progress will be arrested. and no doubt reversed.

W. Warren Wagar. Historian
SUNY-Binghamton

Women in the Future
A Summary Statement from

Jacques Ellul·
,

It seems impossible to me not to acknowledge an evident physiolog­
ical difference between woman and man. But this difference, which has
certain consequences, does not mean that there is a feminine "nature"
and a masculine "nature," intangible and universal, established from
the very beginnings. History shows that women have not always and
everywhere been the equivalent of what the occidental world has
considered feminine nature for more than two thousand years. This
physiological difference implies even less a mode of social organization
which assumes a subordinate place for woman. Historical circum­
stances have led to this subordination and confinement of the woman
to domestic work. though one ought to recognize. for example, the fact
that the mother is led to nourish the child during the early months of
infancy forcibly inducing her separation from broader activities in the

*translated by B. F. Barton and M. S. Barton
(Mr. Ellul submitted an integrated response to the four questions.)
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world at large and her retreat to work· which does not keep her too
much from her child. Today, however. these domestic commitments
are no longer obligatory (although psychologists and psychosociol­
ogists increasingly insist on the irreplaceable tie between mother and
child). But it is not in terms of all this that we can imagine a place, a
function for women in the future. What seems important to me is that
for millenia the role of the woman has led her to form a certain type of
personality and traits. Again, I do not say that these must be tied
forcibly to a "feminine nature," but they exist in reality. and woman
incarnates a certain number of values, expresses a certain number of
qualities, and represents a certain mode of living which are the inverse
of those manifested by man.

But what appears the decisive key in our time, and for the future, is
that we are currently witnessing the failure of all action based on
masculine values, the collapse of a masculine society. And the sole
possibility for reconstruction is to take into account feminine values
and to foreground feminine roles (which does not mean that society
should be directed by women). To clarify. [ would say that masculine
values are all those traditional values (whether innate or acquired)
founded on or representative of power. tied to the warlike posture of
man and to the position of command. One has then a concerted
panorama rooted in force: growth of political power. search for the
ever larger, ever more efficacious, ever more rapid, ever more numer­
ous. The calculation in the aggregate, in the mean, in collective units;
the organization of a society with a view to force and consumption; the
predominance of money and power; the privileging of the work ethic;
the scorning and the rejection of the weak. of those who fail; the
development of rights and the police; the solution of problems by
violence (legal or not); the will to set up a "chief' who commands all;
the predominance of special interests (individual or collective) and
competition; rivalry in everything-such are the broad outlines of the
donnees of our Western world. Yet all of that expresses the masculine,
is founded on essentially masculine values.

Since 1930 we have been witnessing the radical failure of that type of
society-a failure manifested in totalitarian regimes, in the alarming
dangers of technology. in the development of racism, of apartheid, of
ruinous competition among business firms and nations, in the mas­
sacres which have taken place almost incessantly everywhere for the
last half century, in the impotence to which excessive force has led us. I
could multiply the signs of the failure of our world and one would
easily see that they are .all linked to the primacy of masculine values.
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Yet it seems that this crisis can never be resolved. from the outside by
new external remedies, by a new organizatio~ nor by a new war. The
crisis is too profound. It requires a much more radical change than that
of administrations or of institutions: it is a matter ofa psychological as
well as moral and intellectual change, of a sort ofMcuJturaI revolutionft

(without specific reference to that produced in China). We must live
according to new values which determine new social structures and
behavior. And these values are precisely those which are attributed to
woman and which, in effect, woman has emhodied, lived according to
for centuries-sensibility and intuition (rather than rationality). in­
terest in little things, in the qualitative as opposed to the quantitative,
the ..arch for quality in what she does. Each time that the woman has
been influential, she has refined the mores away from masculine
coarseness, toward beings and things which lack power. the attraction
to the infant, the elderly, the sick, the victim. It is not enough to say
that she has a "good heart." It is much more than that, it is effectively a
value directing her life. In the primacy of love over domination or
efficacy. the importance of affectivity, and the comprehenaion of the
world and of things as belonging. to the domain of affectivity. in the
concern for the living and the denial of death, the importance of the
personal human relation and the denial of the aggregate and of
impersonal systems-one recognizes what is called femininity.

But once again we are dealing with more than particular psycholog­
icaltraits: we are really dealing with human values. which are fully as
valuable as tho.. represented by man, and which lend themselves,
contrary to what has often been said. to founding a society, to serving
as the criteria for another kind of civilization. And I maintain it is now
necessary to make this change, without which we face the annihilation
of humankind and perhaps the end of the world. The passage to a
civilization and to a culture founded on "feminine values" is our sole
path of salvation. There are little signs ofan awakening consciousness,
as in certain counterculture movements, as well as in "small is beauti­
fuI.· I will close with three brief remarks: Above all it is necessary to
realize that what one calls Christian values (love, charity, preeminence
of the "meek,· trust. non-violence) are typically feminine values.
Second, these values are not uniquely represented by women, just as
masculine values are found unfortunately among women. And this
leads to the third remark: The necessity for a salvation based on
feminine values does not imply that women assume political or
economic power. If women wish to take power, if they triumph
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because women become heads of state or cabinet members, they will,
deservedly. enter into the masculine hell, they will adopt rnaaculine
behavior. The worst error of women today is the desire to become men,
to enter into the universe of labor, above all, of competition, of the
spirit of domination, to act polilically, to become captains of industry.
If women become like men, it will effectively be the end of our
civilization. But if they succeed in penetrating their particular way of
understanding lJfe e~erywhere. in transforming values through educa­
tIon,. If they succeed 1D subverting society from inside, then salvation is
possIble.
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