


ALTERNATIVE FUTURES

Yet it seems that this crisis can never be resolved from the outside by
new external remedies, by a new organization, nor by a new war. The
crisis is too profound. It requires a much more radical change than that
of administrations or of institutions: it is a matter of a psychological as
well as moral and intellectual change, of a sort of “cultural revolution™
(without specific reference to that produced in China). We must live
according to new values which determine new social structures and
behavior. And these values are precisely those which are attributed to
woman and which, in effect, woman has embodied, lived according to
for centuries—sensibility and intuition (rather than rationality), in-
terest in little things, in the qualitative as opposed to the quantitative,
the search for quality in what she does. Each time that the woman has
been influential, she has refined the mores away from masculine
coarseness, toward beings and things which lack power: the attraction
to the infant, the elderly, the sick, the victim. It is not enough to say
that she has a “good heart.” It is much more than that, it is effectively a
value directing her life. In the primacy of love over domination or
efficacy, the importance of affectivity, and the comprehension of the
world and of things as belonging. to the domain of affectivity, in the
concern for the living and the denial of death, the importance of the
personal human relation and the denial of the aggregate and of
impersonal systems—one recognizes what is called femininity.

But once again we are dealing with more than particular psycholog-
ical traits: we are really dealing with human values, which are fully as
valuable as those represented by man, and which lend themselves,
contrary to what has often been said, to founding a society, to serving
as the criteria for another kind of civilization. And I maintain it is now
necessary to make this change, without which we face the annihilation
of humankind and perhaps the end of the world. The passage to a
civilization and to a culture founded on “feminine values” is our sole
path of salvation. There are little signs of an awakening consciousness,
as in certain counterculture movements, as well as in “small is beauti-
ful.” T will close with three brief remarks: Above all it is necessary to
realize that what one calls Christian values (love, charity, preeminence
of the “meek,” trust, non-violence) are typically feminine values.
Second, these values are not uniquely represented by women, just as
masculine values are found unfortunately among women. And this
leads to the third remark: The necessity for a salvation based on
feminine values does not imply that women assume political or
economic power. If women wish to take power, if they triumph
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because women become heads of state or cabinet members, they will,
deservedly, enter into the masculine hell, they will adopt masculine
behavior. The worst error of women today is the desire to become men,
to enter into the universe of labor, above all, of competition, of the
spirit of domination, to act politically, to become captains of industry.
If women become like men, it will effectively be the end of our
civilization. But if they succeed in penetrating their particular way of
understanding life everywhere, in transforming values through educa-
tion, if they succeed in subverting society from inside, then salvation is
possible.
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