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President.' . . 
impeacp . 

: charges or 
1pe'[whed' .. 

( cross~Xlmlnation but both 
In If accompanied by doeu- I 

DVldence. Either' would .tlll 
) the charge ot being .. "con. 
!tense not .ubjeCt to direct 
by Senators or laWyen, .­
he torthcomin~ i~stlmony of 

I. Haldeman lUld ,ErhUchman,' 
mmably they Will be cross­
hy Ihe Ervin c?mmlltee, it 

rly be as much m their own 
I that of the Presldeqt and 
might not be convincing It 
jq clear so far it' Is that . • . 
the I'resident knew nbout 
and the subsequent· cover.. 

ew It mostly through these 
ian associates who kept him 
I lrom everyo'ne else. 1'0 In­
eir own innocence, they are 

. . . Ix 
Jnd to il\slst on M.r. Non's, 

Mr. Nixon'. varlOU.\l effortl 
himself have been-in tho 

, many Illwyer$-bhmqerlng 
teteetlng. Prom an ~glna1 

of absplutely no knMf'~ge, 
ld to concede considerable 
" whet.ber qr: .pot It was 
wIedge, lUld has had to plead 
IS he took that migllt appear 
r a cover·up ·were"liktate<l 
lal security!' consid~ratlons 
subrtantfated by anyone. 
Ie clumsy plttem WIIS seen 
vritten series· ot questions 
,vhite House failed to shake 
; testimony, and oftered the 
bsurd charge that Mr. Dean 
UI •"the principal' author 01_ 
a1 and constitutional crisis' 
rgate now epi~OYI!izes"'" Mr. 
:k1y diSl'.vowed this accusI~' 

Ipi influenced by the. open 
evoked In the hearing room....., .. 

hili rwolutJoolzed poUUc:a. Not .Imply 
btc:auae propipnda and blued new. 
can be 10 .JmpJy and wid.ly dluemJ­
naled, but' by the Vetry. flct 01 the 
Ivallabillty crt 10 rnu<:b lnlormatlon. 
Every d.y, via' radio. 1V and print 
the citizen I. nooded wlUI thousand. 
of messaget. (We will Dot complicate 
the argument by tryina to figure out 
the dirterences In the way. the thru 
media atrect In.) Thus, we have to 
realize th~t the indlvldull retains only 
a small proportion ot these mcs.aages. 
European lUlalyst" have found that the 
avr.rage .newspaper reader retall1l 
about 10 per cent of the political new. 
he reads. nat " probably: (Qrtllnlltej 
U he remembered It all, be would 10 
mId.·... 

11113,- of course, ral~3s QUeJUons: It 
- the. reader retalru 10 per c.mt 01 the 

pollUC41 news. whnt IJ political news? 
What is the tIIterlng ~yslf:m by which 
he retains cerlain 'rts or ' 

I pn • ~ news? 
~~\~ ~1~~: he remembel Ihl! rnther 

. . ..,. 
TillS Is 110t a serious problem tor 

the average citizen. He remembers 
wh'lt touches him closely: k'<111 nevis'I' h'·· 
WI I IIIterest lilt roore Ullin Intema­
tiona I news; news tllat dlr~ctly fl!latctl 
10 his job. fOI" example, the! ImposlUon 
of new tariffs, Interests him more 
than a disclls3ion af genel'lll economic 
policy based on ~emot<l decisiotll made
1011" ago

;;' : -. 
. In additIon, we know that the more 

dJstnnt and general the Issue b 10 
• • ' 

_mllc~ 1II0te. wj!l the averago citizen'. 

~(W::rL.. \l'~ew ~'\"~wO,.,,~ A5~eSs~~~ -\-\:'~ \\c-<.~-::." ./""""c:A 

tumlsbea the reader honeat Inform.-
IJon without blued commenlary.) This 
condJUOIl la 1I0t Veri aerlow In Ihe 
ca.. ol the ordinary tltl"D who 
enru IIltle tnnuenc.e ovw pollUca.I 
declalon.maJdn... 

But dleft .. another conslderatlon 
that I. very Important. In a democracy 
a poIlUcllIl mUJ't put hlmllIlt on tho 
vour'. ,..v. 1"'8th. OtMrw!.., he 
will not be re-.lected. It we IlIck wiUl 
the traditional definition ot polltlc5-, 
tha conque.t IIld Ille of power-with: 
out.consIderlnJ values alma and ideal 
obJective., we have to'reallze that the 
politician'.' first questions about Intor. 
motion lire: How hIlS the cltJzen been' 
informed? What doe.. he rememhcr? 
Whloh, Among 'all the thousands of 
ecolI()TJIic, sOCial, and Intornational 
CtVtmtlJ,' hilI he understood an<1 liller­
preled correctly? How CILn I put 
InYBeIl Into hllJ point of vle.w? How 
!Aln I put myself on Ills lovel, both 
In order to get l-/eeted 51l<! In order 
to expcett,J his dulrell and will In 
IIOIIUc<lJ·actloll1' 

• : : . ' 
It the pohl.lclftn Is brave, h~ ~lIY 

try'to use power for change. bringing 
the milS! of, cililens with him. In this 
Cllse, he hl''-::OI:lCM a mU(!<ll for the 
collectivity He chunge" j's opinions 
and oTh:nl~tion nllt 't:l~is "'nir,rs the 
problbtn of hlll~ !"ilYorowly ~,~ 1'1 If>/: 
~,.. U JU I .. 

prel dcm('cracy no wo Itll\luy~ oflt:ratll' ,. I' 11 WI 
democratically') What ab lut ; gO~'crn 
mcnt thnt ill~lcad 0; f~11l0Jn\1~ ~Jl(i 
expressing' th~ will ot the lll'jOIity 
sesklJ to change public o~il1i;n nn.i 
persuad~ t1le majority to tollo-.\' it? 
How could it hs otherwise, 11.'Hh Iftlc11 
volumes 01' inron-flation Ilvl\il&bl~? We 
don't even hUll to t!iS~USll <'&!t:t 

• • - u. 

informlltion thnt the politlc/on may 
vlewpo!nt and opinions· be based on .' po~s. Such infomlation. iii &ocuornlly 
vague I~e... {eelint'. ~nd ~ptelSton•. ' much leIS 1m~rtant than Is imagined. 
ra~er than on facts and.:. hard .infor" ,A 8000 ~owspaper provide. all the 
mati~ Indeed, preclN inl0~tloo , Infonnatlpn needed for con-ect pollt­
only nourishes and confirnu hi. pre- _ ic:;~1 rollection al!d .. decision:maklng. 
jUc!gme1ltS.. !~ general, th.. dtlzen "Th~ diNlcU!ty lie, e~se'N11ere.-· 
possesses adequa~_lnfonnaUon about ',1 ~!~ we most distinguish three 
matters. that tOllcll. hi' Interesll and /Ievels of CtVen~. /l.bout which political 
cOncern him per~onally. Ji~ Judg.eB an~'. decisions-are made. The ~ost super­
evaluutes other ISSUes .bY crltenll that - tielal are day.to-day events--the acci­
h~ve nothing to do WIth Into~atl~n. dents wtIic~ apark Interest pr!lcisely::lS Chfolees and, therefore•. hll re~en- ~~cauSltl. they have just happened. On 

0". 0 ~ertllin neWtl Items rest ~otll!lIy a deeper level there are long-rango 

One retpOlld. to e~ch ~ thet. wtlfl 
a dlftel'«lt !dnd of oplnlon. OD the 
deepe.t Wvel w. tlnd· 1M JdeolOSUet" 
utoplana, the theoretlcl.na. Public 
opinion, formed (Illd d.formed) by ttl. 
.l\muJU/j ot IN latelt thin" 01*'1* 
on the moat wperflclal level. But the 
polilidan nemnllly mUJt w.ltlon him­
eelt between die two. H. must tormu· 
lat4 polley d••laned to lut for an 
extll1lded period, whOlll co.n~ent mUtt 
be open tl) thorough .umlnatlon. Jt 
must tl~ action to th••tnlCturet of 
society and not wlver In the face ot 

.accidental developments. ThLt presen~ 
him with two problems: tlrst. he II 
not ~olng t,o be on .ttl!' level of his 
constItuents public oplolon; a.xond, 
he mus~ continually ovaluate t;he 
Informlltlon he receives and dlstlngUl~h 
b?tw~en what has de<;'slve palltk'i 
Algnlflcllnce and whIt will be forgotlm 
ton:orrow. 

1he hard!.!,t probklll I. exactly ~It 
theBe c1ay·to·day CtVent.\ tend tD over­
whelm un. The Journalist fl... dllty 
to cRtaloglle r.lld tfommlt thet ~atMt 
flOsslble number of Ulem. Bllt thl. 
lI'wl" to psycholoS;lcfll and IntellectUIII 
difficultics. DN:lust' we lire constant! 
lJb~rr'Jinr. wh~t h Roin!: on here .n~ 
now \'/l l,ecome morl' nnt! mOT'll 

'. I II t H' I rt t 't I 
~on\'JIl~el I l~'ff I~ tm~ ~n~ I • 
me, r{'a;1I1~.~. In' ItCU 11° e n I)IJdr· 
~l(!- V~:4 HUtt r ..... ('c on H" mur'! en ur... 

rnr. "I'~ t~l; ~.Ive Ilro) cO\~. y f 1~lntlw(l 
SIl:CI!"~' n ( ()1I~g ~to'dwe fma e,~ Ift'iIt 
~~v~ tn'flr I~(!~' y,re Ie: c. 
:\' l~reae we t'0 'IrYI~r:u:") ~e~v n~ltn 
arll.'ynOnl~IO!~OI~'eme·· vfa!) b~e't \ tt') e so 

d J ,., •.• )I C fJ unp:,r an nel Il. 
NC'Verthelc5s, it Is my con,ltan! or,ser­
vlltion thr.t 8 correct frame of reier­

,_ b tf b' f t ence '" a e er aSls or secura t'J 
inllerpr,ltatloh or re.1lity than merely. 
following tlvent4 day by day. . 

Let UJ take two spl.'titlc examples. 
"Purilig·the cold war, while all Europe >/'nle very mechanlsm.o1 t!ul dJsseml­
wu quaking with telU' of belng/ nation .ot news lead~ necessarily .to a 
invllded by the U.S.S.R., I few indi­
vidual!! calmly atflnne.i that t!Jis wu 
absolutely out ot the question on the 
basis ot careful analysi•.·Of Stalin', 
thinking and of his pol!i=ies slnCA! 1934. 
(TIle Soviet.German pact, on the other.' 
hand, would have' been predictable 
on t11e basis ot similar analysis.) 

France in 1968 furnishes a second 
Oij Irratl~al Ide!!s and fee/loge... .: ." trend~onomic facts, tJlli'ltruct\l~'. example. While almost everyone .wa~. 

In each ot US, f1h~n, theM t~ mind· llnd /phenomenll or powp{ and admin- declaring that lIhe "Revolution of 1968" 
sets operate on entirel~ different pat- jstrative growth. On ~e deepest level, had changetl everything, .lUld _that 
terns. (I am hypotheslzmg the best o~ ./ th~r~.is the courSJI/of major, world· nothing would ever again he the sa.me,. 
cases, namelYi ~at the ,.newspaper··. wlde·d~v~loptneJ1(S...:..<Jemogi-aphy,for ...a' few observers, not limiting t~em-
perfo~~_.!~ function well and ~1Iy' eXlLIT!ple. /: . // selve,' to the dajJy.eve~tl ~~ the dally 

pronouncemenlM of pollUclant 'nd 
reyofullonary luder., prec1Jct.ed (COf­
rectly. II It hu lurned OUI) that 
nothln. would ch.nae. 'nl,1t Judpntlnt 
WII blud on Inll}"l. of two realities: 
tfrlt, the dlrecllon In whlc6 111. 
french Communist party and tM 
CcmfMErltlon Ofn6ra&. du: Tl'lvalJ 
(Iht Ilrlut French labor o,..anlutJoo, 
led by Communl.lM) had been _:,oIVln, 
over me prOV1OUJ ton yeu.; aD~ 
aecond, the drive toward centrallU. 
tlon a!!d executlVet controlthal 11 
charaturistlc ot the French Stole. 
nltSe could Only be accelerated.. not 
reversed, by w/at took platt In 1968. 
This Is how It hIlS turned ou~. But to 
under.itand It one had to be deUiched 
trom wllat:wII working everYbody up 
and ue whit wu going on in lu real 
context ... part of .. IOllca.l .eque~ 
of .ventl. 

In ahort, undl.e.W up-to-the.mlnute 
Intormatlon iJ not «lougb. W. have 
to know what to do wlth it Ind h~.' 
to ultJlztl It. Above III, on. must ayOtd 
t.h& pu.lon .nd tnthusillm ~ 
by pu.lnr eventl : ,,'. . 

..... 
lIhr~ we, must be verY demanding 

of (l'.lr poll11clan~. 'J:Iet must chon". 
those who CI" nse abo~e Ihe every· 
day, who do not react WIthout reflect· 
ing, who Cl\n judgo and Interpret 
event. agftin~t the background or _ 
1>108<1 Tnn~!l of knliwlffige. They mllil 
he ~1t'OIIR enough to resist the 11111\1.· 
di,)te pressures of public· opinion, 
whle-h may very well change In a 
month whe'n anorJlcc xn'sallon comes. 
aloup.:. Failure t" recognIze this clln
h' . I bl" (
~l ,rnglc. )e~auSf! pu Ie C>PI~ on con· 

sld\!ts w11ut IS most :;peclJlcu.ar. to be 
most Important, l!lnd views MHlt lin 
• Ji' fu ~ tal t' t 
Jlut 18:>I-,ened" n amen , erge· 
ling whitt "appened III year. or' ton 
ye~., ·i". ,. : , 

?aP between - ~e' _political I~der's 
Judgment a~d tho Impressions ot the 
Iverage citizen and, by the' ~me 
toke<p•..•~een the whole pollt~caJ 
apparatus ~nd the body ot t~ natIOn. 

Here ~e are In the presence of .the 
most serious 'problem that faces a 
de~ocracy. It cannot be resolved by 
In.titutlons .bllt only by' a n&W 

pedagogy. 
-"-.---------'-----~ 
Jacque. Ellul. ~ professor of 'ooial 
history at the Universityqf B~rfJooux. 
and author of "Ths_.&>litical Illusion." 
Tra~/ation by LeannTd Mayhew. 
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Horth'.,eland'l 
Inteed 'Cctholl, 
p'rOvindal Gov, 
,ter'. 'electlOflJ, 
mlde to .volv 
ne.w legl&latur 

Only lut y~ 

po by Irbh I 
porteR. bume< 
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'The ·BI 
Army i~ 
best fOl 

"could h< 
here. Now on 

. th.t rel,tionl 
ctllent and It 
BrltiJh would Ii 
lJI.ter ... '001" 
seJr·govemmenl 

Moreo\'er. Ih 
the dirficulties 
baltrred bJ ~r 
the North. One 

-'({'ar is they ml 
the way Ihet' 
Brilish IInny 
could ho~ ro, 
berell would 
couldn't do the 

But there I. 
up with spend 

.men, might gO' 
the road to sIM 
ment i. that, w 
Protestant majt 
lateral .declara 
-and create anc 
~on." 

'. Those who I. 
Juch a Pr9te 
would expel· all 
shrink Its tront 
Canal barrier" 
nently along 1 
Bann River, I 
can'al running I 

Newry. Then I 

contlict would 
titioned Paleslil 

Against such 
British are nol'{ 
ble sateguard 
reach their sem 
Irritation with 

,who view this 
lUl outdated At 


