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¢ must undersiand that Lech

Walesa's Sofidarny Unica i3
no wiy B reiection of socinlism, & réum
i capitalism, & reediablshment al the
pourgesisie. Cluste the contrary! Yed, o
cenainly s aafi-Sovie commumism; bul
Al the sime ime it i the gppearance of &
new. socialism, The widely heridded o=
clatism whkich swarts from ifie base —
witly o bumian face, self-dirccting, Mex-
ible, progredsive — wall certalnly not bo
put inde praciice by the Soviets or by the
reaewed, profound Markist theories
fownd throughoad the world,

Mapal Puipe weviel Leeh Wil

The socialisn that s being created In
Poland by Walesa and Solidariny comes
ol ol @ Cuhalie Chastjanity, deeply
lwved, exacitng, determined und capable
ol gellerenewal and eontframiation, wilth 2
soscialism strippsd of 5 police and its
ready-made ideas aboul economics and
adurinistration, This encounter is nog h
jrare wnd simple spontansity, beeding all
umpulses comang from the buse.

The bare is nod Vi isel™ — the poo-
pleow the pealetariat, does nol exist
itnel™? [t canndd be abjectively defined:
it has A past, beliefs, hopes, It lives ioday



[dborwing o specific moraliy, [18 “spon-
tansity™ will differ depeoding on the
components it brings tothe crisls. Cnthis
paind, | beleve that the Cathalic Chris-
tign compenients explain thisremarkable
onientation in Poland foward s new
socialism.

I helieve the robe of Christanity — (f
alas, this were properly undemstond by
the chiarches in olher nations — provides
secialim with the poasability of an evo-
Tutsen which, apan from the Solidariey
encounter, caanol take place, There is
{alk about *Chnziinns for socialiem,™ [
believe there ic onty one exampl: and
rexlization of “"Chnstians for socislism’'
Lech Waless and his Solidariny Union.

In France and the World Council of
Churches, the hnk, even af Urnes the
identity, hetween soclalism and Chris-
anity 1% I:':l;i::ri:i'..‘-l!l._l." evident, The o
posife, 1 suspect, is the proclamation in
the United 5States, Le., tee {npompart-
Baliry of seciabism and Christian Faith,
Walesa gives us o very important €x-
ample, OF course, [ am nol about o
redaiine spcialisne. 1 will only point out
that we musi nod confuse socializm,
Margism, communism and Sigliniam,
These are foar dilferen orientaions and
conceptions, and ne singhe e necessar-
ily wmplies the others. 1 &m speaking of
roctalizm *

What i5 essentind to me s that we see
inSofidariiy an encounier, il not avoion,
Bepween Whalesa's socializrm and what
woull seem [0 be 1n [his vespacl the
harshest, most vrecongilable, mosi in-
transigent form of Christiznity: Roman
Catholkcism in Poland, Then the ques-
tons: Couwld Walesa be a bad Chrisuan?
On 1he canlrary, kit behavior Tepae-
senfed a fived Christian faith. Is he a bad
Catholic? The Pope himself gave Wateza
luig potal approvil, hlessod hiir:lr awl G-
clared him to be in the right.

Is Walesn o bad eocialist” He is cor-
tainly an anti-Sialinist. He zecks to
destroy the hierarchical, ceniralized,
authoritarian, police-ridden commumst

order, But he does this precisely with the
goa! and perspective that moves Lo the
tronh of secialism. He calls into question
the deviations, lies, and oppressions of
socialism, mof socializm drelf That ls,
Walesa does nod wish to return the prin.
clpal means of production o private
comrol, On the contrary, ke wishes those
imvolved in production G exercise con-
ol {and mol & State and Party admin-
istration 1o replace adminisiraiion by
carcls). He does ot wish 1o reopen the
question of the path 10 sogial pstice. On
the contrary, be emphasizes it by de-
manding suppression of the wnjusl priv-
ileges of members of the Party and of the
Nomenkigiura,

He does not reopen the question of
umion power, but he refuses 1o let te
union be an organ of ihe Srate and admin
istrptbom, g0 that the urdon can becoma
agnin @ free associnbion defending the
freedom of workers. He does nol recpen
ihee guastion of socinhisl planning, On the
contrary, he demands that planning be
trufy socielist, that iz, that it be based on
e real demands of people, &nd not on
bureancratic decisions. Everviking he
demands eorrespands b0 & Lrusr s0Ciak
i than that of Suako. There & nothing
anti-Christian in all his.

Moreover, Christiane must consider
the following o the past 40 vears, only
b pibempls with penuisely aew meth-
ods sought to get the world out of s
impissa | and not oo resolve the economis
eridis — the situarion is much graver' ), io
fine o new way which belonps aeither 1o

capitalism ner commnenism mor the Third
Wiorld, They were both mede in coms
munist coumtrics: Radovan Richta™s in
Czechoslovakiz in 1948 and Lech
Walesa's In Poland in 1980,

In olher words, these two methods
were ereated from the harsh comrmwricr
experlence, as an atempt to po bevoad
i, 1o take the preatest miviniage of tech-
afcal progress by placing this progress in
the service of the moat hamble and weak,
o balance the excess of power by a re-
fum {0 human values. [n the capitalist
world in ithe past &0 Years, absolofely
aothiny new hzs been diseoversd (n the
patitical ar econamic sphere — nekther
the recrganization of sogiety, nor the
incarmation of Christian values, nor the
betler unilization of science, ot progress
ownrd peace: mofhing.

The two fundameanially aew methaods
are linked to socialism. In Bichia's case,
an ingedlectunl foandatina taking serioushy
hurnamistic valees, In the case of Lech
Walssa, the foundation is practical syne
dicalism and muthentic Christian inspar-
atign.

We shoubd think about this. [
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