ANARCHISM

AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Anarchism has always been anti-ideological;  anarchists have always insisted on the priority of life and action to theory and system.  Subjection to a theory implies in practice subjection to an authority (a party) which interprets the theory authoritatively, and this subjection would fatally undermine the intention of creating a society without central political authority.  Thus no anarchist writings  are  authoritative  or  definitive  in  the sense that Marx's writings have 

been regarded by his followers.







David Wieck
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EARLY WRITERS

Bakunin, Michael:
Selected Writings:  London, Cape, 1973


Bakunin on Anarchy;  London, Allen and Unwin, 1973


Marxism, Freedom and the State;  London, Freedom Press, 1984

One of the founders of modern anarchism, Bakunin (1814-76) was involved in numerous European uprisings.  So active was his life that he rarely managed to complete any writing longer than an article.   These collections provide good introductions to his thinking.

Berkman, Alexander:
The ABC of Anarchism;  London, Freedom Press, 1987

Berkman (1870-1936) who fled Russia at the age of seventeen was of that anarchist school which believes that violent deeds which remove tyrants can pave the way for trust and peace.  For his attempt to assassinate an American steel magnate he was jailed for 20 years.

Godwin, William:
An Enquiry Concerning Political Justice;  (2 volumes),  New York, 
Alfred Knopf, 1926 (reprint)

Godwin (1736-1856) was a non-conformist English Minister who, together with his wife Mary Wollstonecraft (the early feminist writer of A Vindication of the Rights of Women),  his daughter Mary Shelley (author of Frankenstein),  his son-in-law Percy Bysshe Shelley and William Blake, laid many of the foundations upon which the modern anarchist movement is built.


The Anarchist Writings of William Godwin,  Ed Peter Marshall,  
London, Freedom Press, 1981

This is an excellent introduction to Godwin's thought.  Following an examination of Godwin's anarchist principles, the book considers his seminal thinking under the headings Human Nature, Ethics, Politics, Economics, Education and Free Society.  Marshall regards Godwin as "the greatest radical British philosopher" and "the most profound exponent of philosophic anarchism".  

Goldman, Emma:
Anarchism and Other Essays:  New York, Dover Publications, 
1969 (reprint)

Another Russian emigrant to the United States, Goldman (1869-1940) having experienced exploitation in a New York clothing factory, became an anarchist defender of women's rights, particularly free speech and birth control, and together with Berkman with whom she was deported to Russia in 1919, an outspoken critic of the Russian Revolution.  "If I can't dance, I don't want to be part of your revolution!"

Kropotkin, Peter:
The Conquest of Bread;  London, 1906

Kropotkin (1842-1912), Russian by birth but for many years resident in England, was one of the most prolific writers in the anarcho-communist tradition.  In this series of articles he describes a constantly changing society where production is for use and not for profit and where science is employed to meet the needs of all.


Mutual Aid: A Factor of Evolution;  London, William Heinemann, 
1902

One of the most influential of anarchist texts, this work contests the popular Darwinian theory that conflict produces human progress, by examining the way in which the principle of cooperation has throughout history led to the harmonious development of species and communities.


Act for Yourselves;  London, Freedom Press, 199?

A selection of short articles published in the Anarchist paper "Freedom".  More repetitive than The Conquest of Bread, but  worth reading as "on the spot" reflections of a person totally committed to and caught up in anarchist struggles.

Malatesta, Errico:
Anarchy,  London, 1949

Malatesta (1853-1932) was an Italian anarchist who produced a series of pamphlets amongst the most clear-sighted writing in anarchist literature.  This is his best known work.  He was a noted opponent of the anarcho-syndicalists (those who insist that workers movements must be at the vanguard of change) supporting the classic anarchist stance that everyone must be involved in the liberation struggle.  Many regard him as combining the three major anarchist traditions:  ethical, libertarian, and eudemonistic (in which happiness is the central issue).

Proudhon, Pierre-J:
What is Property?,  Princeton, 1876

Claimed by Bakunin as "the master of us all", Proudhon (1809-65) was a French politician and critic and an influential anarchist thinker.  This work, beginning with the proclamation that "Property is Theft", contains in an undeveloped form the elements upon which ;libertarian and decentralist doctrines have been built.  "Whoever puts his hand on me to govern me is a usurper and a tyrant.  I declare him my enemy".


General Idea of the Revolution,  London, Pluto, 1989

This is one of the classics of anarchist literature, written in the aftermath of the 1848 French Revolution.  Proudhon sets out a libertarian vision of a free society based on equality and justice.  His critique of existing society and especially his close comparisons of the authoritarian nature of both Church and State are superb.
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CONTEMPORARY WORKS

Baldelli, Giovanni:
Social Anarchism;  Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1972

Baldelli taught in London for many years and writes in the anarchist tradition which takes ethical precepts as its starting point.  Of particular interest are his substitution of "competence" for "authority", and his exploration of violence as "anti-power".

Barclay, Harold:
People Without Government: An Anthropology of Anarchy, 
London, Kahn and Averill, 1990

In the Preface to this book Alex Comfort (himself an important anarchist writer) describes anarchism as "that political philosophy which advocates the maximisation of individual responsibility and the reduction of concentrated power".  Barclay's work describes a number of societies - in the main small-scale hunting, gathering and horticultural groups - for whom the absence of government is not a utopian dream but an invaluable form of political organization.

Readers interested in this field might also consult the chapter "Liberty, Anarchism and the Noble Savage" in Jack Wetherford's book Indian Givers: How the Indians of the Americas Transformed the World, New York, Ballantine Books, 1988.

Bookchin, Murray:
The Spanish Anarchists: The Heroic Years 1868-1936; New York, 

Free Life Editions, 1977

Spain provides us with the best documented attempt to establish anarchism on a large-scale basis.  This book describes that movement while at the same time providing a very good historical overview of the development of anarchism.

Readers wanting further information on the Spanish experiment and anarchist organization of transport, forestry, textiles, water, gas, electricity and health sectors of the economy should consult Gaston Leval's Collectives in the Spanish Revolution, Freedom Press, London, 1975



Remaking Society, Montreal, Black Rose Books, 1989

Bookchin must be the most prolific contemporary anarchist writer.  A professor in the United States his particular interest is in ecology.  His analysis always presses beyond the superficial ideas surrounding "biocentricity" and "deep ecology" to look at the social factors which have created extreme views.  In asking what factors have produced ecologically harmful human societies, and what factors could yield ecologically beneficial human societies, he employs anarchist ideas to map political, social and economic means for a social reconstruction to harmonise humanity's relationship with nature.  And he investigates the ethical principles which would guide such a reconstruction.

Chomsky, Noam:
The Chomsky Reader, New York, Pantheon Books, (Editor: James 

Peck) 1987

Described by the New York Times as "arguably the most important intellectual alive", Chomsky is an anarchist in the communitarian rather than individualist camp.  A Professor of Linguistics at MIT, his work spans issues of human intelligence and creativity, global aspects of war and survival, the power and manipulation of the media, and critiques of United States Foreign Policy.

Hegemony or Survival: America’s Quest for Global Dominance,

Crows Nest NSW, Allen and Unwin, 2003

Chomsky traces the USA’s quest for world dominance, highlighting the way the country has ignored international agreements and processes, and placed the future of the planet at risk.

Chomsky, Noam &
Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media,

Herman, Edward:
New York, Pantheon Books 1988 

This book examines the way that an elite consensus manufactures all facets of the news.  It reveals the double standards that have characterised American foreign policy, with sustained proclamations advocating democracy, but in practice supporting dictatorial and repressive regimes for example, in Latin America and Asia.

Christie, Stuart:
Granny Made me an Anarchist, London, Scribner, 2004

Christie is arguably Britain’s best known contemporary anarchist who was at the centre of a radical period in politics.  In 1964 he was arrested in Spain charged with attempting to assassinate General Franco, and in 1971 was arrested in the UK on suspicion of being a member of the Angry Brigade which at that time was involved in a bombing campaign.  The book describes in detail the practice of one form of contemporary anarchism.

Christie, Stuart 
The Floodgates of Anarchy:  London, Sphere Books, 1972

and Meltzer, Albert:



Contains some very good analytical material explaining 

why some anarchists reject the idea of a socialist 

revolution, yet affirm the class struggle.

Freire, Paulo:
Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1972

Some will find it surprising to see Freire’s name in an anarchist bibliography.  While it is true that Freire’s analysis was deeply influenced by Marxism, he described himself as a ‘libertarian socialist’ which is an alternative title that anarchists often use.  Freire also bridges the world between theology and social change in that the values he described in secular terms were to become the foundations of liberation theology.  Freire was for some years Secretary for Popular Education at the World Council of Churches.

In this his best-known work Freire discusses liberating education as the means by which people can interpret, criticise and transform their world.  These themes are taken up in many of his earlier works including Cultural Action for Freedom (1972) and Education: The Practice of Freedom (1974).  Of his many later works Pedagogy of Hope (1997), Pedagogy of the Heart (1998), and Pedagogy of Indignation (2004) are well worth consulting.

Goodman, Paul:
Compulsory Miseducation; Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1971

Anarchists have always laid great stress on the crucial role of education in social change (cf William Godwin, Herbert Read).  This work is an outstanding example of the way in which contemporary anarchists promote a liberating form of education within an unfree society.

Goodway, David (ed):
For Anarchism: History, Theory and Practice, London, Routledge, 

1989

A collection of papers by well known contemporary libertarian and anarchist writers like Daniel Guerin, Peter Marshall and Murray Bookchin.  This is an excellent introduction to modern anarchist thought and practice, arguing that anarchist theory has never been more relevant than it is today, a vital and creative tradition which needs to be taken seriously.

Griffin, John:
A Structured Anarchism, London, Freedom Press, 1991

This pamphlet maintains that anarchism appears strong on ethical, ecological and practical issues, but often seems weak and unsystematic in sociology, psychology and economics.  Griffin analyses the debate between collectivist (Proudhonian, market anarchism) and communist (Kropotkinian, moneyless) anarchism,

Guerin, Daniel:
Anarchism: From Theory to Practice;  New York, Monthly Review 
Press, 1970

Guerin is a contemporary French libertarian writer generally regarded as a socialist.  Many people regard this sympathetic book as the best introduction to anarchist thought and practice. Like many of these texts, it is now out of print, but if you come across a copy, secure it!

Joll, James:
The Anarchists;  Boston, Little Brown & Co, 1964

A superb historical overview focussing on the personalities of anarchist thinkers and the movements they participated in.  Joll regards anarchism as a product of the nineteenth century impact of industrialisation on peasant and artisan communities.

Marshall, Peter:
Demanding the Impossible: A History of Anarchism;  
London, 
Fontana, 1993

Marshall is one of the most prolific anarchist writers in Britain at this time.  This 767 page work which takes its title from graffiti of the 1968 upheavals, "Be realistic!  Demand the impossible", is a comprehensive guide to the development of anarchist thought.  Tracing the emergence of anarchism back to Taoists in China in the sixth century BC, the author describes the personalities and movements within the tradition through to the Poll Tax riots in 1990. 


William Blake, Visionary Anarchist;  London, Freedom Press, 
1988

Drawing on Blake's poetry and prose works, and examining his philosophy, his critique of society and culture, and his vision for a free world, the author affirms Blake as a forerunner of modern anarchism and social ecology.

Mitchell, Peter &
Understanding Power: The Indispensable Chomsky, New York, The Schoeffel, John (eds):
New Press, 2002

A superb series of interviews, seminar events and public discussions involving Chomsky between 1989 and 1999.  These range over Chomsky’s main fields of interest, American foreign policy, the media, poverty, power, war and peace.  Happily the five hundred pages of footnotes which contain further helpful material, are not appended to the book but can be found on the website www.understandingpower.com
Miller, David:
Anarchism, London, J M Dent & Sons, 1984

In this critical study of anarchism as an ideology the author (at the time of writing Fellow in Social and Political Theory at an Oxford College) looks at Philosophic anarchism, individual anarchism and communist anarchism, and having examined its basic tenets, looks at the way it has been represented within Syndicalism and the New Left. Although he reaches a pessimistic conclusion about the ability of anarchism to become a mass movement and ideology, he believes two anarchist ideas retain tremendous appeal:  that of the imperfection of all relationships of power, and the ideal of free, uncoercive social relationships.

Nozick, Robert:
Anarchy, State, and Utopia;  Oxford, Blackwells, 1980

Nozick is Professor of Philosophy at Harvard University.  This far-ranging work discusses the nature of the modern state, the rights of individuals and the philosophical and ethical questions which these pose.  The writer claims a libertarian stance, argues that the state by its very nature is intrinsically immoral, but that a state would, without anyone willing it into being, arise from a context of natural anarchy.  He therefore opts for a minimal state, where the state's functions are limited to protection against force, theft, fraud, enforcement of contracts and so on.  Classical anarchist thinkers would argue that in an anarchist society, these deviancies would not exist.

Plant, Sadie
The Most Radical Gesture: The Situationist International in a 
Postmodern Age, London, Routledge, 1992

Whether the Situationists of the 1950’s and 60’s are to be counted as anarchists is a matter of debate.  Certainly they were libertarians who characterised capitalist society as an organization of spectacles which alienates people not simply from the goods they produce but from their own experiences, emotions and desires.  This work captures the introduction of the radical demands of the imagination, creativity, desire and pleasure to the revolutionary project, traces the links between the Situationists and postmodernism, and argues that the principles of the Situationists still provide a powerful analysis of capitalist society.

Purkis, John &
Twenty-First Century Anarchism: Unorthodox Ideas For a New Bowen, James (eds):
Millennium, London, Cassell, 1997

The editors argue that although much maligned, anarchism keeps reappearing as a mode of intervention, and that it becomes increasingly relevant amidst the complexities of a postmodern fragmented world.  Anarchism’s value lies not so much in the blueprints it offers, for example on a sustainable world, but in the questions it articulates about power, culture, identity and the relationship of humans with one another and with their world.

Quail, John:
The Slow Burning Fuse:  The Lost History of the British 
Anarchists;  St Albans, Granada, 1978

Quail argues that the success of the socialist and communist alliance at the expense of the anarchist and libertarian tradition has had the effect of re-writing and suppressing working class history.  This is an attempt to recover that history.

Read, Herbert:
Anarchy and Order;  London, Souvenir Press, 1974

Sir Herbert Read, who died in 1968, was a distinguished scholar and critic, and a prolific writer who espoused anarchist views all his life, despite the fact of losing many friends over his acceptance of a knighthood.  This work reflects his interest in culture, the arts and education and traces the relationship in anarchist thought between the political, the psychological and the aesthetic.

A One-Man Manifesto, London, Freedom Press, 1994

This is a selection of shorter writings which appeared as pamphlets or articles published by the best known UK anarchist publishing house, the Freedom Press.  There is excellent material here, ranging from reflections on individuals like the Roman Catholic artist Eric Gill, to a pamphlet on ‘The Education of Free Men’ to the statement Read issued explaining to comrades why he had accepted a knighthood.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Taylor, Michael:
Community, Anarchy and Liberty, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1982 (Reprinted 1995)


In this scholarly book the author notes that the critical test of the viability of anarchy is whether its members can maintain social order which is a problem for every kind of society.  How can anarchism manage people who will not voluntarily refrain form doing things which threaten social order?  Taylor is pessimistic about anarchism’s ability to achieve this on a large scale, and argues instead that anarchism’s objectives are achievable in partial communities, associations, collectives and cooperatives in which direct action, mutual aid and self management are practised.

Ward, Colin:
Anarchy in Action;  London, Freedom Press, 1982

This popular writer, who has a weekly column in New Statesman and Society, is an architect and planner who does regard anarchism as something which needs to be established, but as an already existing mode of human organization which lies buried under the weight of state bureaucracy and oppression.  Anarchists, he argues, don't have to impose a new order but need only extend the existing areas of free action until they form the basis of society.


Influences: Voices of Creative Dissent;  Bideford, Green Books, 
1991

"My major influences founded no parties.  None of them started wars or took part in governments.  None of them inspired other people to hate each other.  All were utter failures in the entrepreneurial culture".  Ward gives biographical accounts of anarchist thinkers in education (Godwin and Wollstonecraft), politics (Alexander Herzen), economics (Kropotkin), society (Martin Buber), architecture William Lethaby and Walter Segal) and planning (Patrick Geddes and Paul Goodman)

Woodcock, George:
Anarchism: A History of Libertarian Ideas and Movements;  
Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1963

The author has written some of the best known and popular anarchist texts.  This one traces the history of libertarian ideas through the lives of six anarchists: Godwin (The Man of Reason), Proudhon (The Man of Paradox), Stirner (The Egoist), Bakunin (The Destructive Urge), Kropotkin (The Explorer)  and Tolstoy (The Prophet).  One of the best introductions to anarchist thought, the later chapters trace the history of the movement in France, Italy, Spain and Russia.


Anarchism and Anarchists,  Kingston, Quarry Press, 1992

This collection of essays published on historian and literary critic Woodcock's eightieth birthday covers half a century of writing on anarchist personalities and libertarian themes.  He provides some penetrating critiques (for example, of Guerin and Chomsky whom he regards as libertarian Marxists rather than anarchists) as well as outlining in an easy to comprehend fashion, the basic principles of an anarchist view which insists that the rights of individuals must take precedence over the power of the state.

The Anarchist Reader;  (Ed), London, Fontana, 1980

Woodcock has assembled a comprehensive collection of selections from all the major anarchist streams.  An essential volume for anyone wanting to study the subject.
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THEOLOGICAL WRITERS
Berdyaev, Nicolas:
Slavery and Freedom,  London, Geoffrey Bles, 1953

Influenced by both Tolstoy and Dostoyevsky, Berdyaev claimed to be a philosopher rather than a theologian.  All his explorations however, are carried out within a theological context.  In this work he concludes that master and slave, ruler and subject, oppressor and oppressed are victims of the same spiritual affliction.  The essential contradiction of human existence is that has an immense drive towards freedom and a deep love of slavery.  A personalist and an existentialist, Berdyaev declared that "only the free man is a personality and he is that even if the whole world would wish to enslave him".

Other works of Berdyaev worth consulting on anarchist themes are The Realm of Spirit and the Realm of Caesar, Solitude and Society and Philosophy of the Free Spirit (translated into English as Freedom and the Spirit)

Eller, Vernard:
Christian Anarchy: Jesus' Primacy Over the Powers;  Grand 
Rapids, Eerdmans, 1987

Hailed as "one of the most refreshing and important contributions top Christian political and social thought in the last twenty years", Eller's work draws on his Anabaptist/Brethren tradition and introduces the Greek term arky  which in St Paul's writings is translated "principalities".  The anarchist is the person who is "not" "arky", and in the case of a Christian cannot be subject to any arky other than Jesus who is THE ARKY.  The book is valuable for its excellent discussion of the theological writing of Karl Barth  and its relationship to anarchist perceptions, but in that it argues for a form of spiritual anarchy which is "submissive" and not carried forward into practical action, many Christian anarchists regard it as ultimately mischievous.

Elliott, Michael:
Freedom, Justice and Christian Counter-Culture;  London, SCM 
Press, 1990.

My book takes the view that it is the task of both the Christian and the Church to promote the counter-culture of the values of the Kingdom of God as a critique of whatever dominant consciousness finds expression in the modern state.  Having outlined a new way of reading scripture and the critiques churches have developed of both capitalist and socialist modes of organization, I argue that in the basic ethical concepts of scripture and in the ministerial practice of Jesus, we are provided with models of anarchist thought and behaviour.

Ellul, Jacques:
Anarchy and Christianity;  Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1991

This short and readable book presents one of the best contemporary cases for Christian anarchism.  Ellul, formerly a professor of law and the sociology and history of institutions at the University of Bordeaux has written more than forty works, many of them libertarian classics.  In this book he looks at anarchy from a Christian standpoint, and then goes on to explore through selected books and passages, the Bible as a source of anarchy.

Tolstoy, Leo:
The Kingdom of God is Within You and Peace Essays, London, Oxford University Press, 1935 (republished in a new translation 
by University of Nebraska Press, 1984)

Tolstoy (1828-1910) is the most famous advocate of Christian anarchism.  Against the justification of violence by Propaganda of the Deed anarchists, he insisted that the Christian doctrine of non-resistance to violence, abandoned by the Church at large, provides the only basis for achieving peaceful social change.

                        
Government is Violence, ed David Stephens, London, Phoenix 
Press 1990.

This collection of essays on anarchism and pacifism provides an accessible introduction to Tolstoy's thought.  In addition to extracts from major works like The Kingdom of God is Within You, key essays such as Thou Shalt not Kill which specifically addresses the issue of anarchist violence are included.  "I am such an anarchist", Tolstoy maintained, "as Jesus and the Sermon on the Mount have made me".

[4]
ANARCHISM IN LITERATURE

Explorations of utopian themes and anarchist visions (not always by writers who themselves espoused anarchist views) have been the subject of many novels, dramas and poems.  These often provide a better "feel" for anarchism than academic and propagandist works.  Amongst them are:

Carpenter, Edward:

My Days and Dreams, Allen & Unwin, 1916

Conrad, Joseph:

The Secret Agent, Penguin, 1990

Harris, Frank:

The Bomb, London, 1908

Huxley, Aldous:

The Island,  Panther, 1986

James, Henry:

The Princess Casamassima, Penguin, 1987

Mackay, John H:

The Hustler, Alyson Publications, 1985

Morris, William:

News from Nowhere, Routledge, 1970

Orwell, George:

Homage to Catalonia, Penguin, 1984

Thoreau, Henry:

Walden, New American Library, 1960

I am a fanatic lover of liberty, considering it as the unique condition under which intelligence, dignity and human happiness can develop and grow . . . liberty that consists in the full development of all the material, intellectual and moral powers that are latent in each person.

Michael Bakunin

Christ founded no church, established no State, made no laws, imposed no government or external authority; he simply set himself to write the law of God on the hearts of men in order that they might be able to govern themselves.

Herbert Newton
I am such an anarchist as Jesus and the Sermon on the Mount have made me.

Leo Tolstoy
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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